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49-50), we read that the soul has to drive a, stolen cow across that bridge. Such coincidences are very startling. One hardly knows how to account for them. Of course, they may be due to accident, but, if not, what an extraordinary pertinacity would they show even in the folklore of the Aryan nations.
However, though in some places the Devay&na has been identified with the Milky Way, in others and more ancient passages it was clearly conceived as the rainbow, as when we read in the Brihad-lbra/nyaka Upanishad IV. 4, 8:
'The small, old path stretching far away (vitataA or vitara/i) has been found by me. On it, sages who know Brahman move on to the Svargaloka (heaven), and thence higher, as entirely free.
' On that path they say that there is white and blue, yellow, green, and red; that path was found by Brahman, and on it goes whoever knows Brahman, and who has done good, and obtained splendour.' We have here the five colours of the rainbow, while the Bifrost rainbow had only three.
The idea that the wicked cannot find the path of the Fathers or the Gods is not entirely absent in the Upanishads. For we read (Brih. Ar. IV. 4, 10) :
{All who worship what is not knowledge, enter into blind darkness;' and again, ' There are indeed those unblessed worlds covered with blind darkness. Men who are ignorant, not enlightened, go after death to these worlds.1 Nay, in the /Satapatha BrahmaTia I. 9, 3, 2, we actually read of flames on both sides of the path which burn the wicked, but do not touch the pure soul.
c The same path leads either to the Gods or to the